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Good evening neighbors,

With a tropical weather system approaching the state of Florida this week, our top priorities are the safety and welfare of our residents. Please take note of the following tips and safety precautions:

INFORMATION SOURCES
•	In addition to posting on the UF homepage, which should be the main resource for the latest information, the UF Emergency Management site and UF Alert, university officials will provide updates through the social media platforms of Twitter @UF, @UFPublicSafety and Facebook. 
•	Frequently monitor local media (WRUF-TV [Cox Cable Channel 6], 89.1 FM, 103.7 FM and 850 AM) for storm updates and information from local officials.
•	Updated weather briefings are available from National Weather Service (NWS)-Jacksonville: www.srh.noaa.gov/media/jax/briefings/nws-jax-briefing.pdf.
•	Information will be updated daily on UF’s Rumor Control Line: 1-866-UF-FACTS.
•	Please download the UF GATORSAFE safety mobile app for additional information (iOS App Store / Google Play). 
•	Live local coverage from the UF Weather Center is available at UFWeather.org/watch. Statewide information from the Florida Public Radio Emergency Network is available on the mobile app Florida Storms (iOS App Store / Google Play). 

UF and surrounding areas can experience several types of severe weather during different seasons of the year and it’s important to understand what the forecast holds for North Central Florida over the next few days. 


BEFORE THE STORM
•	Ensure storm supply kit is stocked – checklist: https://emergency.ufl.edu/preparedness/build-your-disaster-kit/
•	All items including beds, televisions, furniture, etc. should be pulled away from the windows if possible. Place valuables in closets if possible
•	Laptops and cell phones should be fully charged prior to the arrival of the storm
•	Fuel vehicle and set the emergency break
•	Inform family and friends of the plan, especially if sheltering in a different location than usual
•	Remove or secure outside items such as potted plants, rugs, decorations, etc.
•	Residents should park their vehicles on the 2nd – 4th floor in the event of a flood. To avoid towing, ensure that you are not parked in a guest, staff, or other reserved spot.
•	Make sure all windows are closed tightly
•	Stock up on enough food and water for at least 3 days
•	Walk pets

DURING THE STORM
•	Stay indoors and do not travel during the storm
•	Unplug electronics from electrical outlets, cable jackets, etc. DO NOT unplug your refrigerator
•	If winds become strong, stay away from doors and windows. Take refuge in an interior room, closet or hallway
•	Do NOT use candles, which can increase fire risk
•	Understand that emergency services and scheduled bus routes might not be able to respond or operate during the storm
•	In the event of a power outage, call GRU (not emergency maintenance staff). Also, to avoid spoiling of food, try to minimize opening your refrigerator in order to keep items cold
•	Do not attempt to open windows
•	Reserve cell phone use for emergencies 
•	In the event that you must leave your apartment, keep keys close by to avoid getting locked out

IMPORTANT NUMBERS:
•	GRU 352-334-2871
•               Community Assistants 352-231-5489 (this number should only be used in the event of an emergency such as a major facility issue or injury. Please be advised that response time may be delayed)


Please note, at the close of business tomorrow (6:00pm), we will be locking all common areas to ensure the safety and security of our residents and our facilities. As always, we want everyone to be safe.

The Continuum Staff

